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Synopsis

Jordana ™s |ocation as a buffer zone between the settled regions of the Mediterranean littoral west
of the Jordan River and the major part of the desert to the east contributed significantly to the
country’s experience in ancient and more recent times. Until 1921, however, Jordan had a history as
a vaguely defined territory without a separate political identity. Its earlier history, closely associated
with the religions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, therefore comes under the histories of the
contending empires of which it often formed a part.By the time the area was conquered by the
Ottoman Empire in the sixteenth century, the inhabitants of three general geographic regions had
developed distinct loyalties. The villagers and town dwellers of Palestine, west of the Jordan River,
were oriented to the major cities and ports of the coast. In the north of present day Jordan, scattered
villagers and tribesmen associated themselves with Syria while the tribesmen of southern Jordan
were oriented toward the Arabian Peninsula. Although most of the populace were Arab Muslims, the
integration of peoples with such differing backgrounds and regional characteristics hampered the

creation of a cohesive society and state.
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